
 Inspiring today’s students and tomorrow’s teachers 
 Academic Elective Preference Form 

 

First and Last Name: Grade Next Year: 

 

Put a checkmark by 
four classes you 

would want to take 
Academic Elective 

Name Description 

 Psychology: The 
Study of Human 

Mind and Behavior 

This course invites students to study psychological perspectives, brain parts, famous 
experiments, social behavior, mental processes (thinking and feeling) and so much 
more! We will look at how the mind works and why people behave the way they do, 
why people react the way they do and individual and group behavior. 

 

Cincinnati: Our City 
Through the Years 

This course will cover the history of the city that we live in. Beginning in the late 
1700’s and traveling to present time, we will look at the moments, people, and places 
that made us the “Queen City”. From “Porkopolis” to Graeters Ice Cream, the 
Cincinnati Red Stocking to the Bengals, and the East Side to the West Side, this 
elective will cover it all. 

 
Logic and 

Mathematical 
Reason 

Students will  develop logic and reasoning skills through  hands-on lessons that will 
help students have fun learning.  Using an assortment of  puzzles and problems, 
students will be engaged in challenging activities. Students will practice with logic 
problems and puzzles, as well as learn about real-world topics that incorporate math, 
such as baking, lottery, and cartography! 

 

Creative Writing 

Students will learn about a variety of different forms of writing and will get to write 
their very own stories, books, poems, and more. Each student will compile their work 
and create a portfolio to present to the class. I will encourage the students to try 
writing many diverse genres, such as mysteries, poetry, historical fiction, comics, and 
several others.  

 

Fun with Physics 

Students will learn about awesome physics experiments. They will explore the study 
of physics and how things work. Physics can involve magnetism, force, pressure, 
heat, light, energy, and sound. They will then work in teams to conduct their own 
physics experiment!  

 

Speech and Debate 

Students will explore the world of competitive public speaking. In the course we will 
try different speech and debate events. These come in the form of individual and 
group acting, and debates. Students will learn how to confidently speak in front of 
others, how to understand and share research, how to eloquently express themselves 
and how to win an argument. 

 The Amazing Body: 
Anatomy and 

Physiology 

This course is an introduction of the anatomy of our awesome bodies. Students will 
learn about physiology and the function of body parts and the body as a whole, which 
include the systems and organs of the body.  They will study anatomy, which focuses 
on body parts such as the heart and bones. 
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TED Talkin 

This course will cover current events and relevant issues, not only in the world today, 
but also in the your day-to-day life. The class will examine TED Talks from 
education to underwater creatures, from social issues to procrastination, Students will 
together gain a behind the scenes look of a Ted Talk until they are expert enough to 
give one themselves. Don’t let the fear of public speaking stop you, for ideas are 
worth hearing and sharing! 

 

The Science of 
Space! 

Students will be learning the basics of astronomy and the nature of space. This course 
will teach students how to work a telescope and find objects in the night sky. Students 
will learn the mythology behind constellations and discuss what life would be like on 
space. Students would be engaging in fun activities and projects like drawing their 
own constellation and creating a myth behind it and building their own lunar or 
Martian city. 

 

From Beethoven to 
Beyoncé: The 
Evolution of 

Modern Music 
 

This course will focus on popular music through history. Students will be exposed to 
a wide variety of different musical genres through listening and will learn the stories 
of famous artists and how they affected the world. We will focus on the life, musical 
style, and contributions of famous artists.  Music genres will vary from Blues to Rock 
to Funk to Hip Hop! 

 

First Person 
Singular: Memoirs 

This class will delve into the creation of memoirs, both from a reading and writing 
perspective. Students will have the opportunity to read various memoirs of their 
interest and learn about the important aspects of what makes a memoir. This will lead 
to a final creative project where students will be able to tell their own story through a 
personal memoir creation! 

 Around the 
World in 

Six Weeks 

 

 

Students will develop a deeper understanding of the world and its various cultures by 
researching and actively learning about the differences and commonalities that exist 
among those locations. This course will provide a deep look into different locations 
around the world. You will study each area closely, looking at the people, the spoken 
language, food, lifestyles, governments, and various attractions that make each place 
unique. No plane ticket required - just individuals who are ready to explore! Let’s be 
tourists together and sign up for the “A Trip Around the World.” 

 

Women in 
the Media  

Students will be able to explain the impact that the media plays in the way in which 
they view themselves and others by watching documentaries, reviewing current 
events, comparing personal narratives, reviewing art by women, and holding 
discussions in small and large groups. This course will discuss the way in which 
media portrays women and the effect that has on younger and older women alike. In 
this course we will critically examine the media, hold group discussions, and learn to 
love the body you have.  

 
Poetry 

Students will develop a deeper understanding of poetry, poets, and how to write their 
own poetry. This course will cover basic forms, famous poets from past to present, 
and how to write your own poetry! From Walt Whitman, to Edgar Allan Poe, to 
YOU---join us in a creative and supportive environment to greater your appreciation 
for poetry and write poetry of your own!  

 Still, I Rise: The 
Civil Rights Era and 

This elective will cover material starting from the events leading up to the Civil 
Rights Era all the way to today. Beginning from segregation in the early 1900s, we 
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its Legacy will delve into the lives and experiences of African Americans during that time period 
and examine some of the ways the community was able to unite and mobilize against 
the racial injustices throughout the country. Some of the notable figures and events 
we will learn from are Martin Luther King Jr., Rosa Parks, the Montgomery Bus 
Boycott, the March on Washington, and more! We will also learn about how we can 
carry on the legacy in contemporary society and respond to the racial injustices we 
see today. Sign up for Still, I Rise: The Civil Rights Era and its Legacy! 

 

History of Heroes 

Students will explore how the ideas and values associated with the term 'hero' have 
developed over human history. Beginning with ancient epic literature and concluding 
with modern media, this course will examine what it means to be a 'hero' and what 
heroism has looked like across diverse time periods and cultures. From Odysseus to 
Batman, we will engage with this concept in an interactive setting, so please join us 
for 'History of Heroes'! 

 

Sports Statistics  

In 2015-2016, Stephen Curry led the NBA with a true-shooting percentage of .6694. 
Aaron Rodgers holds the all-time NFL record for single-season quarterback rating, 
averaging 122.5 during the 2011 season. In 2001, Barry Bonds posted a WAR of 
11.9, still the highest since the turn of the century. These numbers sounds impressive, 
but what do they actually mean? In the sports statistics academic elective you will 
learn about how math and statistics influence football, basketball, baseball, soccer, 
and more. You'll get to study how teams choose players, the composition of winning 
teams, and the latest trends in sports statistics– all from an objective, mathematical 
point of view. The course will culminate in an activity in which you will get to be the 
"General Manager" of a sports team, and using statistics, select the best player for 
your team to compete against your classmates! 

 

EveryBODY is 
Amazing: Nutrition 
513 

Why does exercise help us focus on school? Why do different foods give our body 
different amounts of energy? Find out in "EveryBODY is Amazing"! This course will 
dive into healthy living and provide meaningful tips and tricks for creating colorful 
and nutritious meals and living an active lifestyle. From examining personal health 
habits to planning an entire summer camp menu, we will look at healthy eating from 
every viewpoint. 

 

Journalism 

Students will be able to learn about various media outlets and how to produce content 
in these areas. We will practice the fundamentals of broadcast journalism, as well as 
writing for digital platforms such as online newspapers and blogs. Learn how to 
handle your own "scandals" when we cover the principles of public relations! Sign up 
for Journalism 101 today! 

 
African History and 
Culture 

This elective will educate studies on African religions, food, culture, and the 
similarities that can be observed in descendants of the diaspora. Come discover many 
of the wonders you've seen in Wakanda. See African print, religion, and language in a 
whole new light.  
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                Inspiring today’s students and tomorrow’s 
teachers 

 
Foreign Language Preference Sheet 

 

First and Last Name: Grade Next Year: 

 
 

Put a checkmark 
by three classes 

you would want to 
take Language 

Have you ever taken this language in the past? If so, what school did 
you attend when you took this language? How many years did you 

take this language? What were your grades like in this class? 

 Spanish 
 

 
 
 

 French 
 

 

 American Sign 
Language 

 

 

 Latin 
 

 

 German 
 

 

 Mandarin Chinese 
 

 

 
 
WALNUT HILLS HIGH SCHOOL REMINDER: If you are a current student at Walnut 

Hills High School and are taking or will take Latin, please select Latin.  If you plan to 
attend Walnut Hills in the fall of 2018, please select Latin.  



                Inspiring today’s students and tomorrow’s 
teachers 

Mini-Course Preference Sheet 

First and Last Name: Grade Next Year: 

 

Put a checkmark 
by 4 classes that 

interest you 
Mini Course 

Name Mini Course Description 

 Art Have you ever wanted to learn the basics of art? In this course, you will learn the 
importance of colors, different techniques, and unique styles. 

 
Soccer 

Do you love playing soccer, or has it interested you in the past? If so, spend your 
summer learning how to play the great game of soccer, or “futbol”. We will learn 
fundamentals, practice our skills, and play in full games and mini tournaments. 

 

Volleyball 

From hitting to passing, and setting to serving, this course will help you learn the 
basics of the game! Through fun games and activities on the volleyball court, you will 
learn what you need to know to become a great player! 

 Basketball Practice transition drills, dribbling drills, pick and roll drills, and much more. Have fun 
playing half court, full court, and other basketball games.  

 
Zumba 

Be a part of the coolest dance fitness program!  Zumba involves dance and aerobic 
movements performed to energetic music.  These fast and slow movements pair with 
hip-hop, salsa, mambo, and samba. 

 
Yearbook  

You will gain skills in areas such as page design, copywriting, editing, and 
photography while producing a yearbook for the summer.Participants gain useful, real 
world skills in time management, marketing, teamwork, and design principles 

 Acting and 
Improv 

We will explore these rules and their implications in improv, acting and life through 
improv games and dramatic scenes.  Students can expect to act out plays, to create 
scenes of their own and to play fun and fast paced acting games. 

 Tea Society How much do you know about tea? Come learn something new and interesting! The 
Tea Society will learn about types of tea, tea history, tea benefits, and tea etiquette.  

 Ultimate 
Frisbee  

Combining the non-stop movement and athletic endurance of soccer with the aerial 
passing skills of football, a game is played by two teams with a flying disc on a field 
with end zones. If you have great throwing skills, stamina, and agility, this is for you! 

 Music 
Appreciation 

Students who enjoy listening to music and students who may not know a lot of 
different types of music will love this mini course. Each class will feature different 
artists and genres, reflections on the music makes, as well as Name That Tune games! 
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Let’s Dance! 

This is an introductory course to several different types of dance such as jazz, hip hop, 
and pom. No prior experience is required. This is an upbeat course that will allow you 
to learn a dance and perform it for your classmates at the end of the year. 

 Jump Rope This class will teach kids different ways to jump rope as well as showing that exercise 
can be fun! 

 
Cheer 

Come show your BTC spirit and learn fun and simple cheer routines in a relaxed, 
supportive environment. Through fun activities and team-building exercises, you will 
learn everything you need to know to become a well-rounded cheerleader! 

 
Card Games 

Learn and play popular, fun card games like: Spades, Solitaire, Hearts, Spoons, Uno, 
and many more! These are fast-paced games that you can play with all ages (you can 
even challenge your parents!). 

  
Kickball 

Students will learn how to play the game while learning about teamwork and 
collaboration. It will combine physical education and fun! 

 Yoga and 
Meditation 

Yoga is a great stress-reliever and energy-booster after a long day in the classroom and 
has great health benefits! Learning the basic poses and different routines will promote 
physical and mental balance, flexibility, strength, and mindfulness.  

 
Flag Football 

In this course, students will be able to have fun and learn the basics of playing flag 
football!  By playing this non-contact, team-based sport, students will learn the rules of 
the game, and will also learn the basic skills of passing, blocking, running, and scoring.  

 Arts and Crafts  Young artists can explore their endless abilities through a variety of different mediums 
ranging from technical drawing and painting, to mixed media and craft building. 

 Beginning 
Beadwork 

Ever wanted to craft your own accessories or one-of-a-kind gifts? This course will help 
you learn how to incorporate both "found" items and readymade materials to create 
necklaces, bracelets, earrings, and other charming pieces! 

 
Board Games  

We will play games of both luck and strategy. These games will vary in rigor from the 
simple like Sorry, Candyland, and Crazy Eights; to the moderate like the card game 
Tic, and the board game Clue; to the more difficult like Chess and Settlers of Catan. 

 
Choir 

Sing with us! We will be exploring different vocal techniques and types of choir music 
in a relaxed group environment. No prior experience is needed, just bring your 
enthusiasm and openness to learn new songs! 

 West African 
Dance 

This course will show you different kinds of dances from Western Africa. West 
African songs that will combine American dance with African dance. Come ready to 
dance, learn about culture, and have fun!  

 Chalk Art Enjoy the sunshine and make our sidewalks look awesome! Chalk art is a great way to 
unwind at the end of the day and work on your art skills in a relaxed environment.  
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