
Springtime is an exciting part of 

the year for Breakthrough 

Cincinnati. We have just 

completed the School Year 

Program for middle-school 

students. We are proud to share 

that Breakthrough Cincinnati 

students and families committed 

to the School Year Program in 

record numbers this year. As 

always, we are thankful to Walnut 

Hills High School for providing 

classroom and meeting space for 

our weekly Saturday sessions this 

school year.  

We now turn our attention to 

our eighteenth-annual Summer 

Session. On June 10th, we will 

welcome 30 talented high school 

and college-age teachers to an 

intense teacher training week, led 

by Breakthrough Directors and 

Mentor Teachers. On June 21st, 

the campus of The Cincinnati 

Country Day School will be alive  

again with chants of òG-O-O-D-M

-O-R-N-I-N-G, Good Morning, 

Hey, Hey, Good Morning!ó as the 

studentsõ buses appear for the 

first time.   

We are excited to implement 

some changes in our Summer 

Session program this year, such as  

incorporating our existing ninth 

grade program into the sixth 

through eighth grade program and 

conducting an all-program day of 

community service.  

Of course, we look forward to  

Later this summer, our nineteen 

ninth grade students and their 

teachers will spend an entire day 

on the beautiful campus of Miami 

University in Oxford, Ohio. 

Breakthrough Cincinnati has 

recently established a partnership 

with the Office of Admissions at 

Miami University. During our day-

trip to Oxford, students will tour 

the campus, eat in the dining hall, 

talk with current Miami students 

from the  Cincinnati area, and 

participate in some team-building 

activities.  

Breakthrough is honored to 

partner in this way with such a 

great institution. Just as we might 

have created some future 

Buckeyes in our trip to The Ohio 

State University last summer, 

perhaps we will create some 

future RedHawks this summer! 

Summer is just around the corner!  
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Thank you to Ms. Jonika Moore-

Diggs for coordinating  over visit 

this summer.  

Witness the power of Students Teaching Students this summer!  

Please join us during one of our Open House events this summer.  

June 24th and July 13th  

9:00 amð 10:30 am 

The Cincinnati Country Day School  

keeping Breakthrough traditions 

that have defined our culture over 

the last eighteen years, such as 

the annual canoe trip  on the 

Little Miami River, the Jambalaya 

talent show, and our end-of-the-

summer Celebration event. We 

look forward to another amazing 

summer!  

BTC Student Mylan Tribble  
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Message from the Executive Director 
Greetings! I hope you are 

enjoying the beautiful weather 

and scenery of the spring.  

As I reflect on the last nine 

months of my time with the 

organization, I feel we have a lot 

to be proud of. We have 

evaluated many aspects of our 

program and its budget, re-

es tab l i shed  some grea t 

relationships with community 

members and organizations, and 

made new friends that we hope 

to have for many years to come.  

Programmatically, we have made 

some changes for the 2010 

Summer Session that I believe 

will serve our students, 

teachers, and overall program 

better. We have enlisted the 

expertise of our Mentor 

Teachers to develop strong 

assessments and curriculum for 

the Summer Session, which we 

feel will more appropriately 

serve our teachers and students, 

along with assisting us in 

assessing our studentsõ progress 

during the summer.  

Breakthrough Collaborative has 

recently contracted The National 

Student Clearinghouse (NSC) to 

assist us in tracking our studentsõ 

graduation from high school and 

matriculation to college. Through 

our partnership with NSC, we 

were able to discover that 94% 

T H E  B R I D G E    

School Year Program Students Visit Paul Brown Stadium  
During our 2009-2010 School 

Year Program, students that 

had perfect attendance and 

came to each session prepared 

earned the chance to take part 

in a field trip. During one of the 

field trips we had the 

opportunity to take some 

students to visit Paul Brown 

Stadium, to tour the facilities, 

and to watch the Bengals 

practice. Our students were 

thrilled with the chance to 

watch their favorite players   

BTC student Aaron Freeman with 

Bengals Safety Rico Murray 

practice on the sidelines of the 

field. We were even more 

excited when some of the 

Bengals players and coaches 

came over to the sidelines to 

congratulate our students on a 

job well done! We had a 

wonderful time at Paul Brown 

Stadium. We send a very special 

thank you to Katie Blackburn 

for hosting Breakthrough 

Cincinnati staff and students. Go 

Bengals!  

Our Mission:  

A four -year, tuition -free, year -round, academically challenging program, 

Breakthrough Cincinnatiõs mission is:  1) To increase the educational and social 

opportunities for motivated, under -served middle school youth through high 

quality summer and school year programming, and 2) To inspire, motivate and 

train talented high school and college students to enter careers in education.  

of the class of 2009 enrolled in a 

four-year college. We are 

c e r ta i n l y  p r o ud  o f  t h i s 

accomplishment! Congratulations, 

Class of 2009! Weõre excited to 

see what comes next for the Class 

of 2010! We would not be able to 

present such data points without 

the great generosity of our 

partners, including Cincinnati 

Country Day School and Walnut 

Hills High School among many 

other  amazing community 

partners. Thank you to each of 

you. The summer promises to be 

great; I hope to see you soon.  

2009-2010 SYP teachers  

Will Portman and Jack  Wildman at 

Paul Brown Stadium.  



[BTC Summer 2010 teachers Tara Leesar, Jayne 

Caron, Timmy Macrae, Cody Pomeranz and 

Savannah Bryant] 

 

Johnneca Johnson (Clark Montessori)  

Erin King (Xavier University) 

Nithya Kumar (Miami University) 

Sydney Larkin (Seven Hills)  

Joe Larson (Washington University) 

Tara Leesar (Cincinnati Country Day) 

Timmy Macrae (Cincinnati Country Day) 

Rachel Marchand (Univ of Pennsylvania) 

Rebecca McDonough (Seven Hills) 

Sarah McIlroy (Davidson College) 

Don McKinnon (Columbia University) 

James McLean (Summit Country Day) 

Melissa Ng (Summit Country Day) 

Cody Pomerantz (Cincinnati Country Day)

Brandon Riddle (Morehouse College)  

Katreina Saliu (Spelman University) 

Rohit Sudarshan (Kenyon College) 

Emily Skiba (Univ of Virginia) 

Ibby Tarshis (Wheaton College)  

Ginny Walters (Univ of Cincinnati)  

Ian Zinmeister (Xavier) 

 

These teachers will undergo an intensive seven 

day training that will cover topics such as long-

Talented Staff to Join Breakthrough Team for Summer 
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Consistently featured as a Top 

Ten Internship by the Princeton 

Review, Breakthroughõs 

innovative Students-Teaching-

Students model partners middle 

school students with college 

and high school students who 

serve as teachers, role models 

and mentors, providing real-life 

examples that itõs ôcool to be 

smart.õ The òmagicó of our 

program is this Students Teaching Students 

model; this secret sauce is the catalyst for 

amazing, interactive lessons that enrich the 

academic life of each of our middle school 

students.  

Breakthrough Cincinnati is proud to 

introduce the staff that will teach Summer 

Session 2010. This group of dynamic, 

talented young people really are the best 

our community and country  have to offer. 

Breakthrough Cincinnati had over 120 

young people from across the country 

apply to earn one of only thirty teaching 

positions with our organization for the 

summer. These thirty  stood out from the 

crowd with their essays, lesson plans, and 

interview skills.  

Please join us in welcoming:  

Erica Abercrumbie (Ohio State University) 

Matthew Bittner (Univ of Cincinnati) 

Savannah Bryant (Cincinnati Country Day) 

Annie Cai (Washington University) 

Jayne Caron (Cincinnati Country Day) 

Laura Adele George (Univ of Virginia) 

Kiyana Gordon (Walnut Hills) 

Katherine Hanson (Holy Cross) 

Casey Hopple (Lehigh University) 

range planning, daily lesson 

planning and classroom 

management. Teachers are 

responsible for instructing 

classes in one core subject 

area (English, history, math, 

science), teaching either a 

foreign language or an 

academic elective, and 

teaching a mini athletic or 

art course. As you can see, 

Breakthrough teachers make an immense 

commitment when they agree to serve for 

a summer. Even with the intense work-

load, our teachers are eager to serve the 

program and our students.  

Summer 2010 teacher Annie Cai, who 

served as the Office Manager on our 2009 

staff, shared this about the upcoming 

summer: òI am very excited about coming 

back to the Breakthrough team this 

summer! As a sixth grade math teacher, I 

will be teaching the newest and youngest 

group of students at the program. This 

means not only teaching my subject, but 

also introducing them to the proud spirit 

and culture that is Breakthrough. I look 

forward to working with fellow teachers, 

master teachers and the administration to 

ensure the best quality teaching I can 

provide to my students.ó  

We are very excited that these thirty 

young people have chosen to serve as 

Breakthrough teachers, role models, and 

mentors to our 115 students  this 

summer.  As always, this summer will 

prove to be full of energy, academics, and 

fun; in a word, we expect it to be 

òbreakalicious!ó  

Local Foundations to òDriveó Summer Session 2010  

B r e a k t h r o u g h 

Cincinnati is honored 

to partner with The 

P&G Fund of the 

Greater Cincinnati 

Foundation and the Charles Moerline 

Foundation, Fifth Third Bank Trustee to 

underwrite the transportation costs for 

the summer of 2010. Each summer, 

Breakthrough Cincinnati provides free bus 

transportation to all 115 middle school 

students to and from our host site, The 

Cincinnati Country Day School. By 

providing free transportation to our 

students, we are able to uphold our high 

expectations for perfect attendance for 

the entire six week session. Annually, our 

organization spends about $30,000 

providing this service to students and 

their families. The Breakthrough staff, 

students, and families are enormously 

thankful to these foundations for helping 

òdriveó the Summer Session for 2010 .   


