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School Year Program a Succe

On October 17th, Breakthrough 'h€ Program is divided intg
Cincinnati kicked off the 2nd three trimesters, each consistin
year of school year programming. of 7-8 weeks. Students choos<_e t
Thanks to a combination of t2ké @ math or Englist
corporate, foundation and enrichment class for the firs

individual support, Breakthrough hour. FOIIOW”?Q the class
Cincinnati continues to offer students work in small group

weekly tutoring and enrichment with tutors to receive targeted
sessions to all middle school horpework help or additional
students enrolled in the summer enI’IChm.ent. Thed Bre;kthrour? ISchooI Year Program students, (I to
; team is excited about the '
program. As with the summer roaress of the SYP Proaral ﬂ)’ Chelsea, Cheyenne, and Kennedi
program, Breakthrough g.g V kg' onzthefirstdayoftheSYP.
implements the studentteaching lrector L exl aya say

S, ol |t i s
-students model. All the teachers exciting to see the response th b .

are local high school and colIegeSChfJOI Year Program ha
students This trimester received over the past two yeard

Breakthrough has teachers Students are coming on Saturdd

representing Cincinnati Country mornings eager t? learn. It ha
Day, Walnut Hills, Seven Hills, also been rewarding to see th

Summit Country Day, Xavier bonds of friendship and resped

and the University of Cincinnati. that has been built among th
students, teachers and tutord

Hosted once again at Walnut Breakthrough has created
Hills, the School Year Program supportive community for thes
(SYP) includes an academicy oung people.5é !
lesson and a tutoring session. Will Portman

BTC Board of Directors welcomes Ja

Breakthrough cCincMinna%iiBBe gMaT ¢W&tWhew asket about aiy hopes Ifor
. have been interested in educaton BTC&6s future, Zi mme
Directors recently welcomed James

. ) for many years, and strongly believe hopes BTC can expand service to
Zimmerman. He first learned of the ) o . . . .
. that more innovation is needed in more students in the Cincinnati
Summerbridge/Breakthrough , -
- . this area. Breakthrough's area and that the organization can
organization from his former ) .
innovative model combines a great serve as an example for other

teachers at CCDS and later through . . . : ) )
. leadership opportunity and learning innovative educational programs.
his brother, Rob, who served as a . )
experience for high school and

Summerbridge Cincinnati teacher.

All School Meeting led by teacher

Dr. Robert Macrae, also a current

Zi mmer man says, c‘;’q"egfw a?“s‘de“fjs"n‘ﬂ'té’ré?e :t;ers”f«'afcd BTC Board Member, offered his
by the concept then, and over the oppo.runlty an ,e perience for thoughts on Zimmerman. Macrae
. . _motivated middle school N :
years I've heard many good things tudents. O tanaible level says, OHe is one of
about the experience both students _su ents.Ona more tangible 1evel, s+ ars in Cincinnati

Cincinnati is delighted to have
gained an advocate in James
Zimmerman. Please join us in

welcoming him._
of the visitors

and teachers have at Breakthrough 'EE’S ;;Jr? toh Cbe .|nvc;il)ved Wlthf
Cincinnati. So when [current BTC reaxthrough tincinnabecause o

Board Member] Mandy Hayes told the impact it haon kids' lives.You

me there was a possible opening on can really see this impact by

the board, | was aitntteenrde'sntge(f).nc’)e

days. 6
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BTC 6th graders Briana and Kayla
during 2009 Summer Session.

Message from the Executn

Greetings! | am very excited to
have joined the Breakthrough
Cincinnati team this summer. The
past five months have been
amazing. | am thankful that | got
to witness our Summer Session at
the start of my time with the
organization.

My husband and | are originally
from Xenia, Ohio, but have been
living in St. Louis, Missouri for the
past seven years. | attended Miami
University and upon graduation,
joined the charter corps of Teach
for America in St. Louis. | loved
the experience and the
community so much that we
decided to call St. Louis home and

I made nonprofit education my
career. After TFA, | joined
another organization that works
with high school seniors from St.
Louis Public Schools to gain
admission into colleges and
universities. Though we loved St.
Louis, my husband and | were
ready to move our family closer
to ohome. 6

| am now honored to be a part of
the Breakthrough Collaborative
and even more, the Breakthrough
Cincinnati site. We are also
thankful for the opportunity to be
closer to our families.

| immediately recognize that |
have very big shoes to fill in

following Kevin Koller. He is a
legacy in this organization and his
commitment to the mission and
vision of the organization
contributed greatly to the success
of the program. | vow to do my
very best to keep the long
standing tradition of excellence at
the forefront of my vision. Please
know that my door, phone, and
inbox are always open for a chat,
suggestions, or questions. If we
have not had the chance to meet
yet, | certainly hope the
opportunity arises in the near
future.
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We are proud to welcome

Tricia Delozier to the

Breakthrough Cincinnati team
as the paritime School Year
Coordinator. Tricia is

certainly no stranger to the
organization; she taught in the
20082009 School Year
Program and the 2009
Summer Session. A recent
graduate of the University of
Cincinnati with a Secondary

e
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guality summer and school year programming, and

Education degree, Tricia is
currently completing her
student teaching with the
English Department at Glen
Este High School, in the West
Clermont School District.

Tricia manages the logistics
and implementation of the
School Year Program. Tricia
also serves as the main point
of contact for all of the
students and their families.

Breakthrough Cincinnati Welcomes\lr, Tric

She has already been 2
wonderful addition to the team,
Please join us in welcoming h!r
to Breakthrough Cincinnati. |
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year -round, academically
Cincinnati 6s
under

train talented high school and college students to enter careers in education.

-served middle school youth through high

2) To inspire, motivate and

challenging program,

mi ssion i s: 1)



VOLUME 5, ISSUE 2

PAGE 3

Breakthrough Celebrates Summe

Under the superb leadership of Program
Director, Vicki Zaya, 35 teachers
welcomed 108 students to the 17th
annual Breakthrough Cincinnati Summer
Session. The summer saw many
transitions. We said a bittersweet
goodbye to Executive Director, Kevin
Koller, greeted the new Executive
Director, Meghan Morgan,____

welcomed a new class of 6t
grade students, said hell
again to our 7th and 8th grad
students, and offered
farewellfor-now to
accomplished 9th grade class

The theme for Summer 200¢
was OAround t 7
We e ks 6. St ud
opened up the Wonders o
the World that span ourl
globe through this theme
Some of the places teachef
d0tookdé their [
the Gardens of Babylon, thé€
Taj Mahal, and the Grand

Canyon. Beyond the theme, BTC teachers
brought an aroundghe-world theme to
life to their students through their own
experiences with studying abroad, travel,
and studi es.
teaching staff was comprised of high
school students from prestigious
Cincinnatiarea high schools, as well as

colleges and universities across the
country.

The 17th annual Summer Session was
filled with the usual fun, excitement, and
learning. New to the summer program
this year was a high school/college fair for
students. The fair gave students the
opportunity to hear from their teachers

»

HIO STATE

about the high schools and colleges they
selected and learn about what the schools
have to offer. Also new to the program

was the opportunity for 9th grade

Breakt hYUgaNT fp Vit 2 §Q§0¢, GRQIRUS- J1us

summer, twenty 9th grade students, along
with their teachers, visited The Ohio State
University. We just might have some
future Breakthrough Buckeyes now!

At the end of each summer, Breakthrough

students, teachers, staff, families, and
community members gather for
0Cel ebration. 6 Each

commemorates the work accomplished
during the sixweek Summer Session, as
well as the bonds and relationships that
have been created. This year, a portion of
this event had a new format.
Modeled after the 9th grade
J40Showcasebo
Ui Breakthrough 6th, 7th, and
¥ 8th grade students displayed
_ their six weeks of
dedication and hard work
to family and community
members. Students shared
skits, science experiments,
pieces of writing,
presentations, and other
works during the houflong
open house. It was evident
that students learned a lot
this summer!

As winter approaches, we have already
begun planning Summer Session 2010. We
look forward to another great six weeks
with amazing students and teachers.

A Breakalicious THANK YOU goes to
Cincinnati Country Day School for once
again hosting the Summer Session.

2009 Breakthrough Award Winners

Annually, Breakthrough recognizes a select
group of Breakthrough students for their
dedication to the Breakthrough mission
and organization. We are proud to share
with you the names of these special young
peopl e. Thi s year ds
Evelyn Nkooyooyo, Stephen Akanbi, and
Nadja Simmonds.

Evelyn Nkooyooyo, currently a student at
CCDS, was the recipient of the Jeanie
Schmidt Award, named for a former
Executive Director of Summerbridge
Cincinnati. This award is given to a student
who represents everything Breakthrough

has to offed having fun, being a leader, and
of course, excelling in the classroom.

The Kevin Koller Award is sure to become
a coveted honor. The firseéver recipient of
this award was Stephen Akanbi. Stephen is
auveatly d student at@lnug Hillsa iKoker
will forever be known for his wit,
character, positive attitude, and overall
O0Breakthrough
embodies all of these outstanding qualities
and thus was a natural fit for this firStne
award.

The M. Adam Howard Award is given in
honor of former Summerbridge teacher,

Spirit

Site Director, and Board Member, Adam
Howard. This award is given to an
outstanding Breakthrough student who
serves as a leader and role model both in
and outside of the classroom. Eighth
grader, Nadja Si
Adam Howard Award winner. Nadja is also
currently attending Walnut Hills High

%C.hOOI'Stephen truly

We are tremendously proud of these three
young people for the example they have
set throughout their Breakthrough
experience. Congratulations Evelyn,
Stephen, and Nadja; your awards are well
deserved!

mmonds,
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Breakthrough Cincinnati
8th grade student,
Evelyn Nkooyooyo

IMPORTANT
DATES:

December 12: Last Day
of SYP for 1st trimester

December 19: Winter
Reunion Party for
current students and
alumni hosted at
Cincinnati Country Day
School

Student Profile: Evelyn Nkooyooyo

Breakthrough Cincinnati eight grader, Evelyn© @ N d ) when | got good gra
Nkooyooyo is a model Breakthrough student. As goodo. The fact that her
the 2009 Jeanie Schmidt Award winner, NKkoo- ious high schools and colleges across the country
yooyo says she was surprised to win the award_serve'a§ motivation for her to achieve enrollment
The award had odan i mpaca{as'é"\'f’“sﬁ#‘(ﬂ?",'- for being recog-
nized as a | eader, 0 s h evelyymgusently Btierel$ @incinnate CotintryoDay t o
that when her name was called as the winner, sheSchool. She credits Breakthrough for her develop-

0t hought of a | ot of ontehnetr, kaicdasd etmh a&tal € g ulach d h asw
won the awarddé and t haforcesyoeto caraesout af foarrcamfod zbde, btto

have been selected. the teachers make it funé
During her fifth grade year at Cincinnati Hills thoughts YaIiQate Fhe mission and vision of Break-
Christian Academy, Eve thp'ﬁg% glnC|lgngtla'Eeﬂcgerrs S'}P‘ﬁ ﬁtqd%r_\tg éhﬁte d
her and her mother about the Breakthrough pro- Iearnlrlg can .b.e fun ar.1d C(?Ol by modelllng and

gr am. Evelyn admits th fepching additigng] asg'_”'? slike leagegshin, sseifi ¢ ¢
about homework in the summer or not being with advocacy, and organization.

my friends from CHCA because | was pretty shy. 5o
Her mom encouraged her to pursue the program

because of the high recommendation offered from

Evelyn's teacher and the fact that the program is

offered tuitionfree to students. All of us at Break-

through are certainly glad to know Evelyn took a

chance and completed the Breakthrough applica-

tion!

The studentgeachingstudents model has had a

great i mpact on Evelynds experience as a Break-
through student. She says the oOteachers are al wa
really nice and welcomingé. During Evelynés refl

tion on her time at Breakthrough she shared that

she was surprised by how much she could learn® A lot of kids .d ondt go i
from young teachers. These teachers, high schoope fun, but all the extras and getting to know teachers

and college students, she says, have motivated hdP & kes it a | ot more fun t
in a number of ways throughout her BTC career. Evelyn Nkooyooyo
0The homework was challengingé, says Evelyn,
I_ —_— _— —_— _— _— _— —_— _— —_— _— —_— _— _— _— —_— _— —_— _— —_— _— _— _— —_— _—
| TEACHER SPOTLIGHT: |

I
IThe second part of Breakthroughds mission gis t

education. Jane Lindahl and Jasmine Nazek are seeking to further their classroom experience full time.
Both young women are applying to join the 2010 corps of Teach for America. Teach For Americd is a
national corps of outstanding recent college graduates of all academic majors and career interes§ who
I commit two years to teach in urban and rural public schools and become leaders in the effog to
l expand educational opportunity. Their mission is to build the movement to eliminate educat(ijnal
inequity by enlisting our nation's most promising future leaders in the effort. We believe Janée' and
I Jasmine are in that group of the most promising future leaders! Best wishes to Jane and Jasmind

; ACHFORAMERICA !
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